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“To be known and read” by all . . .

Listening to the Lord

cash I had) in the car, so had nothing
to give him. When I drove out of the
parking lot I saw him again at a
nearby store. By this time, I was convinced that God wanted me to give
him the $20. I parked, took the
money in hand, and walked toward
him and the young woman with
him. I greeted them, held out the bill
and said, “I don’t know you, and
whether you are hungry or what, but
I felt impressed that I was to give you
this bill.”
The young couple looked at me
in disbelief, and then told me that
they were stranded there, did not
even have money for breakfast or
cab fare, and didn’t know what to
do. When I got back to my truck, I
couldn’t keep back the tears. I knew
God had directed me to them, and it
was overwhelming. From now on,
I’m going to be listening for him. I
think that what we often believe to
be our own thoughts are really from
Him. I sure long to be able to recognize his voice more often.
Ben Collins
Wisconsin

You [R.R.H.] told me once about
the Lord telling you to stop, go
back, and speak to a young soldier,
whom you later baptized. I’d like to
share an experience with you and
PD readers. You’ll recall when I last
came to your house, you said that
God had sent me because you needed some help. Well, I was elated to
know that God used me to answer
your prayer. It didn’t end there,
however. You not only paid me but
also gave me an additional $20 bill.
I tucked the $20 in the pocket of my
visor and mostly forgot about it.
The next Monday, I left the
school [Spencerville Junior Academy] to make a run to Home Depot.
When I pulled into the parking lot, I
noticed a young couple hugging. I
went into a restaurant for breakfast,
and the young man came in. Well,
the Lord told me to offer him your
$20 bill! I was so astonished by this
communication that I hadn’t collected my thoughts when he got up
and walked out.
When I finished breakfast, I went
into Home Depot to get some
things, and there was the young
man. I had left the $20 bill (all the

Uncommon Sense
I’d like to share a thought with
my fellow PD readers. It’s from
Ralph Waldo Emerson:
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“For every minute you spend in
anger, you lose 60 seconds of happiness”
This thought makes a lot of sense
to me. Anger hurts the angry one
worse than the one he’s angry at.
Anna May Waters
Desert Hot Springs, California
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of the way she was treated over an
issue that arose. About five or six
years ago, she began to study with
some Catholic friends and joined
that communion. Mother finally
came to grips with the doctrinal
problems she encountered, and
began to attend the local country
church again. Over the past couple
of years, my wife and I have continued to reach out to her and share
spiritually. I lent her Samuele Bacchiocchi’s book From Sabbath to
Sunday; and she came away convicted and convinced of the truth
(this is the book that did it for me as
well). Over the past year, we’ve
drawn her into a small group Bible
study that I lead, and she has begun
regularly to attend our church on
Sabbath mornings. She is strongly
considering becoming a member
on profession of faith and is excited
about the depth and commitment
of her walk with Christ.
Mom is very intelligent and highly
values studying theology and reading
and understanding theological viewpoints. Knowing this, it is important
to me for her to be able to regularly
read thoughtful in-depth theological
“perspectives.” In time, I think she’ll
want to join the society and receive
the journal as well. I really feel that
this can be a great avenue to develop-

An Intelligent Mom
In late January 2004, I sent in a
guest subscription of Perspective
Digest for my mom. The check was
deposited soon after and showed up
on my account. The problem is that
she has never received a copy of the
Digest. Could you have someone
look into this for me?
Mom comes from a background
of having come to faith at the L’Abri
Fellowship in Switzerland while
studying in college. She met my dad
at LeTourneau College in Texas and
then supported him as he studied at
Moody Bible College in Chicago. I
grew up attending Moody Memorial church there and we spent several years later at Gospel Recording
in Los Angeles. Throughout this
time, we attended a num ber of
evangelical Christian churches. My
mom fell out of fellowship because
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ing and crystallizing her Adventist
theological understanding, which in
turn will bring about a more full and
correct understanding of certain
areas of Scripture. She and I are very
similar, and I am very thankful for
how the Digest and JATS and other
theological books have aided me in
my own growth and understanding.
Thanks for your faithful ministry,
Mr. Hegstad, and for helping me in
getting the Digest into the hands of
my mom.
Grace and peace,
E. R.
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Bible scholarship to be equal or even
greater in importance, and devoted
the last portion of his life to producing as many written words on this
subject as on science.
The “Newton Project” was enabled
by a grant, and the funding ran out at
the end of last year. But on August 17,
2004, the second part of Newton’s
commentary on Revelation was completed. Their work was to update the
stylistic elements from the 16th century so the text would be normalized
for easier reading. However, you can
click on a button to convert the text
back to the original form if you wish
to check it.
Part one can be found at this link:
http://www.newtonproject.ic.ac.uk/
texts/yahl-ln.html.
Part two is at http://www.newton
project.ic.ac.uk/texts/yah 12n.html.
Ron Lambert
Via e-mail

• Give Mom my regards. Vd love to
meet her. Tell her we've put her down
for two years of PD for the price of
one.—R.R.H.
Sir Isaac’s Contribution
I thought you might be interested
in knowing that Sir Isaac Newton’s
commentary on Revelation is now
available free online. Newton was
arguably the most brilliant human
to live in the past millennium. He
was the one who formulated the
laws of motion, the law of gravity,
and invented calculus. Great as his
foundational achievements in science were, he considered his work in

Prophetic Schema Revised?
My wife, Rene, and I are at home
this Sabbath with colds, so I’m doing
something good in spite of not feeling well enough to get dressed to go
to church. I read your insightful and
scholarly article “Should Our Prophetic Schema Be Revised?” Praise
the Lord!
Continued on page 54
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C o n tin u e d f r o m p a g e 6

every nation? The Seventh-day Adventist Church. Conclusion? The
public presence of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in every nation
will fulfill Matthew 24:14.
May God bless you, your family,
and PD.
Bill Tassie
Burlington, Missouri

Before I get my subscription
check ready for myself and a friend,
I must share a conviction that I
humbly submit can t be with error
regarding one end-time scenario.
I’ve considered it before reading
your article, but you agitated me to
put into writing what I was thinking.
Yes, satellite evangelizing makes
us think of Matthew 24:14: ‘“And
this gospel of the kingdom will be
preached in all the world as a witness
to all nations, and then the end will
come’” (NKJV). But I submit that
satellite evangelism can never fulfill
this truth. Why not? Because of
Matthew 28:19: “‘Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit,”’ and Matthew 28:20:
“Teaching them to observe all things
that I have commanded you; and lo,
I am with you always, even to the
end of the age. Amen’”(NKJV).
What church teaches people to
observe all that Jesus commanded?
Only one, the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. What church above all others then will be able to baptize in

• Thanks, Bill and Rene, for sharing
your thinking. Just keep this in mind:
When the Pharisees called on Jesus to
rebuke his disciples for calling out
“‘Blessed is the King who comes in
the name of the Lord. . . .
Jesus
replied: “‘I tell you that if these
should keep silent, the stones would
immediately cry out”’ (NKJV). I submit that he who could cause stones to
cry out may also be able to cry out
through a satellite.—R.R.H.
I just completed reading your
article in PD 9:3, and appreciated it
very much. It brought to mind two
things. A few months ago, I read Ed
Reid’s book The Battle of the Spirits,
in which he gave references from a
book titled Ecclesiastical Megalomania. . . . I was quite shocked by my
ignorance of what has been and is
occurring in this country because of
the Papacy’s influence.
Edward Reifsnyder
Candler, North Carolina
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state? I devote much of a chapter in
a forthcoming book to answering
that question. Look for it in June.
For the moment, ponder this:
Few, if any, homosexuals have chosen their sexual status over being
heterosexual. If given opportunity
to reverse their status, I believe
there would be few left. Surely, then,
we should have more compassion
for them than, for example, an
Adventist who chooses to be an
adulterer.
A homosexual who becomes a
Christian has much more to overcome than his or her fellows. The
most prominent drive God graced
his creatures with, the sex drive,
m ust be denied or sublimated.
Whoever you are, wherever you are,
reading this, could you, would you,
choose to surrender your sex drive?
Not I! Not at 25 nor at 70-plus.
These facts have led me to exercise
compassion for the few homosexuals who have discussed their circumstances with me through the
years.
Whatever our moral status, all of
us have but one hope: Calvary,
where our Lord wrote a fire insurance policy for us and signed it with
his blood.—R.R.H.

• At the moment, Ed, it’s second
only to what the Protestants are
doing.— R.R.H.
From a Canadian “Cousin”
I wonder whether many of you in
the States know that Canadian
courts have backed gay marriage.
Toronto’s annual Gay Pride Day
parade draws hundreds of thousands of people, including nearly
every politician elected to office, or
who seeks office. Lawyers in six of
Canadas 10 provinces and one of its
three territories that same-sex couples cannot be denied marriage rites.
In fact, thousands of American
homosexuals are coming to Canada
for marriage.
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau
started all this back in the 1960s,
when he said that the state “has no
place in the bedrooms of the
nation.” He convinced many Canadians that in today s world we must
separate “church and state.” As the
former editor of Liberty; and now, of
a theological magazine, how do you
feel about this situation?
E.S.N.
Canada•
• I oppose gay marriage on theological grounds. Must I justify it on the
basis of separation of church and
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1. Recent Sabbath school lessons
have reminded us of the importance
of relating to other Christians.
2. The Religious Right, so-called
“Christian conservatives,” have
made a number of bold statements
regarding social issues— the war,
death penalty, family matters, etc.
3. An Adventist Review editorial,
“Derelict Not to Try,” urged Adventists to lobby for social reforms.
Since 9/11, 1 have participated in
many interfaith services, in synagogues, churches, and mosques. In
every service I was the only Seventhday Adventist. Here, where there are
more Middle Easterners than anywhere other than in the Middle East,
not one other Adventist has shown
enough interest to attend even one
of their meetings, now called “Interfaith Partners” (I am now on the
board).
For more than 20 years, I have
served on the board of Metropolitan
Christian Council. We have invited
Adventist ministers to meet with
us— not one has.
Please consider the following in
the light of the Review editorial and
what Ellen White said in Testimonies
for the Churchy volume 6, page 78.
“We have a work to do for the ministers of other churches. God wants
them to be saved. Theyy like ourselvesy
can have immortality only through

The Challenge of a Lonely Path
I hope you and the Adventist
Theological Society will feel secure
enough to hear me out on an issue of
witness. Many of you know I am a
lifelong (82 years) Seventh-day
Adventist. I am a product of Adventist schools— church schools
through seminary. For more than
half a century, I served Adventist
churches as singing evangelist, minister, elder, choir director, Sabbath
school teacher, school board chairman, etc.
For the past 41 years, I have also
ministered in several non-Adventist
churches: 15 years as associate m inister of an inner-city M ethodist
church, and since 1982, as a minister of United Church of Christ
churches. I am still a Sabbathobserving, tithe-paying, witnessing
Adventist. I am proud to be a Seventh-day Adventist, witnessing in a
unique way to our faith, as the Lord
has directed me.
For the past two decades, I have
served on interdenominational,
interfaith, interracial, and lawenforcement boards and committees. Several recent experiences have
intensified my passion for my
Adventist-in-non-Adventist-settings
ministry.
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faith and obedience. We must labor for
them earnestly that they may obtain it.
God wants them to have a part in His
special work for this time.. . .
U0ur ministers should seek to come
near to the ministers of other denominations. Pray, for and with these
men, for whom Christ is interceding.
. . . As Christ's messengers, we should
manifest a deep, earnest interest in
these shepherds of the flock.”
Michigan voters recently approved gambling. There are now
three casinos in Detroit. We are
already paying the social costs.
Before the vote, there were many
conferences, seminars, workshops,
and press conferences. I know of no
Adventist who publicly opposed
gambling; I know of none who
preached on the topic. I saw no
Adventist at any of the protest activities.
Two weeks ago, I was invited to be
one of about 40 people, including
Michigan’s governor and the three
local country executives, to participate in the First Annual Tri-County
Diversity Symposium. Again, a social crisis. Again, no other Adventist
there!
Also: At the seminar for Religious
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Leaders to Combat Racism, no other
Adventist! Detroit has been a disaster area— race riots, and now a concerted effort by religious leaders to
mend society. Why have I not seen
one other Adventist at the Martin
Luther King, Jr., rallies, or Cranbrook Peace Foundation lectures, or
World Peace Sabbath Reconciliation
annual worship services?
One of the most pressing social
issues is the lack of health insurance
for 43 million Americans. Wouldn’t
you think that Adventists—health
conscious as we are—would be in
the front line of those lobbying for
health care for the poor? Again, only
one Adventist present at the many
well-publicized meetings.
We Bible-believing Christians
believe in peace and justice—the
challenge of the prophets, the theme
of the Prince of Peace. I’m getting
lonesome.
Peace,
Felix A. Lorenz
Northville, Michigan
• Felix, you missed a few other Ellen
G. White quotes that shook me to
my core when I became editor of
Liberty. In following years, I fellowshipped with many ministers of different faiths. I shall never forget the
words of a prominent evangelical
leader, whom I opposed (gently) in
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Anybody know of one Adventist
college or university that has accepted this challenge? Any that
teaches auto mechanics or computer skills or you-name-it for the
unemployed?
Walla Walla—my alma mater—
where are you? Andrews University?
Columbia Union College (where my
grandson is now seeking a degree in
International Relationships and
Diplomacy)? The seminary: Are you
preparing young ministers-to-be for
a ministry among their fellow nonAdventist colleagues?
Others? Let’s hear about any outreach program aimed at the unemployed.
And, Felix, I wish I could give
you an assurance of help other than
through prayer.—R.R.H.

a broadcast debate, where I set
forth, without apology, Adventist
prophetic concepts. Afterwards, we
walked and talked. He stopped, put
an arm over my shoulder, and said,
“Roland, I don’t agree with your
prophetic concepts. But for the first
time I can see how the closing
events you envision could occur. I
just want you to know that if they
do, I’ll be there walking beside you.”
I believe there are such people
among those with whom you fellowship.
My own limited views of service
took a jolt early in my career with
Liberty; when I read the following
lines from the book Education,
addressed to the problem of unemployment (any current Adventists
who feel this is a legitimate concern
of our church?).
“Thus, also, our schools could aid
effectively in the disposition o f the
unemployed masses. Thousands of
helpless and starving beings, whose
numbers are daily swelling the ranks
o f the criminal classes, might achieve
self-support in a happy, healthy,
independent life if they could be
directed in skillful, diligent labor in
the tilling o f the soul” (p. 220).
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